CHAPTER  II
EARLY   DAYS
DAUGHTER, as she was, of an actor and actress, and sister of a little girl who was already winning a child's triumphs on the stage, it was in the nature of things that Ellen Terry should pursue the calling of her parents. Not a thought was given to any other career for her. It was taken for granted that, almost as soon as she could walk and talk, she should appear behind the footlights : she was predestined to the stage. Such, among theatrical people, was the severe practice of the middle of the present century, a practice which, perhaps by reason of its severity, produced the most admirable results. It is the fashion in these days to dogmatize lightly on the training of the actor. The question is one 17                         c